334                 EVALUATION OF THE ROLE OF MICROBIOLOGICAL CRITERIA

bility for food protection among the federal agencies, should take
the initiative to arrange with the cooperation of the other three agen-
cies identified above for appointment of members to the commission.

4.  Membership of the commission should consist of appropriate per-
sonnel selected from (a) each of the four above-mentioned federal
agencies, (b) state and municipal food regulatory agencies, (c) the
food industry, and (d) academia. The number of members on the
commission should be kept to a minimum in the interest of expe-
diency in reaching decisions and economy of operations.

5.  Initially, the commission should address (a) the selection of foods
and food ingredients on the basis of need for microbiological criteria
that could effectively supplement and be incorporated in food pro-
tection programs of federal, state, and municipal food regulatory
agencies (The selection process should include, but not be limited
to, a review of foods for which criteria currently exist and an eval-
uation of the suitability of these criteria.), and (b) the development
of criteria for each food for which it was determined that micro-
biological criteria would serve a useful purpose.

6.  The commission should appoint expert working groups to carry out
the tasks of selecting foods and of development of criteria. The
expert working groups should present their recommendations to the
commission.

7.  The commission should present its recommendations to the federal
agency having primary jurisdiction for the safety and quality of the
food or food ingredient involved. The federal agency should take
the necessary steps to promulgate regulations embodying the rec-
ommended criteria and to promote uniform adoption of the criteria
by state and municipal regulatory agencies if it deems it appropriate
to do so. Insofar as possible, the Department of Defense should
utilize microbiological criteria recommended by the commission in
developing military specifications for foods and food ingredients.

8.  The development, review, and modification of microbiological cri-
teria for foods is a continuing task. Therefore, as soon as the initial
work of the commission has been set in motion, it should take the
steps necessary to organize itself as a continuing body elected by
vote or other suitable means of the participating groups indicated
above, except that the representative of each federal agency should
be appointed by an appropriate official of the respective agency.
The subcommittee also suggests that the organizational structure of
the several cooperative federal/state programs mentioned above be
reviewed for guidance in this task.

9.  Finally, the commission should address the continuing need for